Strangers in a strange land

A brief history and Timeline of the parallels of life
for Africans in America and Uruguay.

By Morgan Butler & Jamal Cephus



http://youtube.com/v/6bYl_h1vDEI

Slavery in America began when the first African
slaves were brought to the North American colony of
Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619

The first slaves, ladinos--hispanized slaves, arrived in Uruguay in
1534, but eventually settled in Argentina.

These people were taken from all over The African contientent and forced
to work in the worst of conditions.




(1775-1783)

America fights for it’s independence from Great
Britain.

1776

Because of manpower shortages, George Washington lifted the
ban on black enlistment in the Continental Army. 5,000 black
men served in the Continental Army, and hundreds more served
on the sea.

Despite their courageous efforts and strong presence during the
Revolutionary war as soldiers on both sides. When the dust
cleared, blacks in America were still just property of their slave
masters at the end of the day.




(1816-1825)

Uruguay fights for it’s independence against Spain
and later Brazil.

In 1828, Brazil was officially evicted from spain. At the start of
the war of independence rebels were hesitant to enlist Afro-
Uruguayans, but because they were short of manpower, they
had no choice.. Prominent regiment the Immortal 33, a black
regiment, was instrumental in Brazil's eviction.

Despite their positions of trust and the fact that many died fighting
for Uruguayan independence against Spain (1816-1821) and Brazil
(1821-1825), Afro-Uruguayans were marginalized and many came to
accept the negative stereotypes of the dominant culture.




1825

Uruguay declares independence from Brazil and prohibits the
traffic of slaves from foreign countries.

(1839-1851)

The Uruguayan Civil War, also known in Spanish as Guerra Grande,
was a series of armed conflicts that took place between the Colorado
Party and the National Party in Uruguay

With the destruction of the Uruguayan army at the battle of Arroyo
Grande, it was assumed that the country's capital, Montevideo, would
fall to the combined forces of the Buenos Aires governor uan Manuel
de Rosas and the former Uruguayan president Manuel Oribe, The
newly-freed slaves, who formed a contingent 5,000 strong, and the

community of foreign exiles were mostly responsible for the defense
of the city
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The Northern and Southern states of America do battle against each
other over in what will be known as the American Civil war. The war

had origins in the fractious issue of slavery, especially the extension
of slavery into the western territories.

January 1, 1863, The Emancipation Proclamation is issued.It
proclaimed the freedom of slaves in the ten states that were still in

rebellion,t thus applying to 3.1 million of the 4 million slaves in the
U.S. at the time.
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"Once let the black man get upon
his person the brass letter, U.S., let
him get an eagle on his button, and a
musket on his shoulder and bullets in
his pocket, there is no power on earth
that can deny that he has earned the
right to citizenship."

Frederick Douglass

By the end of the Civil War, roughly
179,000 black men (10% of the Union Army)
served as soldiers in the U.S. Army and
another 19,000 served in the Navy. Nearly
40,000 black soldiers died over the course of
the war—30,000 of infection or disease.
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- Among the first forces into the capital were
black troopers from the 5th Massachuselis
Cavalry, and the next day President Abraham
Lincoln visited the city. For the residents of

Richmond, these were symbols of a world
turned upside down. It was, one reporter

noted, "...too awful to remember, if it were
possible to be erased, but that cannot be."
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Despite being freed from slavery, both Afro-
Uruguayans and African-Americans have still had to

fight for their Equality.

Although freed, slaves still lived in slave-like conditions. Laws were
pass preventing blacks from holding certain jobs. Discrimination was
rampant. Between 1850-1930, the government of Uruguay instituted a
whitening policy, which recruited immigrants from Europe.
Immigrants from Europe introduce much job competition for the
black population. In 1886, the government banned black immigration
to the country. With discrimination, competition, Afro-Uruguayans
found themselves at the botton of the economic ladder, the slums of
Montevideo, neighborhoods like Barrio Sur, Palermo and Corddn.
They lived in housing called conventillos, where entire families lived

in one room.




Blacks after the Civil War enjoyed many privileges that their
predecessors could only dream of. They could vote, hold office and
attend school. New Orleans, Louisiana, was one of the more
integrated cities in the South. It desegregated its streetcars in 1867,
began experimenting with integrated public schools in 1869, legalized
interracial marriage between 1868 and 1896, elected a total of 32
black state senators and 95 state representatives, and had integrated
juries, public boards, and police departments

Despite these major improvements, life for Southern blacks was far
from perfect. "Black Codes," designed to limit the opportunities of
blacks, were passed in the South during Reconstruction. The Black
Codes placed taxes on free blacks who tried to pursue
nonagricultural professions, restricted the abilities of blacks to rent
land or own guns, and even allowed the children of "unfit" parents to
be apprenticed to the old slave masters [2]. In effect, this was a
continuation of slavery. It was during this time period that anti-black
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan had their start. By 1896, the
situation was extremely volatile.
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“The Black Code of the District of Columbia in
Place September 1st, 1848" is 122 pages of laws
governing all aspects of life and behavior for
African Americans in Washington, D.C.

Uruguay's denial of the existence of structurally ingrained
discrimination, and 2) the lack of visibility of the individuals who
suffer from such racial discrimination. According Global Rights,
in Uruguay, 10.6% of the 3 million person population is of

African descent. Nevertheless, Afro-descendants suffer from
racial discrimination in all social spheres, low proportional
representation in government, large wage disparities, and

higher school drop

-out rates.




African Americans now constitute nearly 1 million of the total 2.3
million incarcerated population

African Americans are incarcerated at nearly six times the rate of
whites

Together, African American and Hispanics comprised 58% of all
prisoners in 2008, even though African Americans and Hispanics
make up approximately one quarter of the US population
According to Unlocking America, if African American and
Hispanics were incarcerated at the same rates of whites, today's
prison and jail populations would decline by approximately 50%
One in six black men had been incarcerated as of 2001. If current
trends continue, one in three black males born today can expect
to spend time in prison during his lifetime

1 in 100 African American women are in prison

Nationwide, African-Americans represent 26% of juvenile arrests,
44% of youth who are detained, 46% of the youth who are
judicially waived to criminal court, and 58% of the youth admitted
to state prisons (Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice).



All is not bad though...
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